
Caton St Paul’s Church of England Primary School English policy 
 
This policy should be read alongside the new National Curriculum in England (published 
September 2013) and other documents from the Standards and testing Agency. 
 
Our Curriculum overview, medium and short term planning can help support this policy, 
as will a look at these relevant schemes/programmes of work: 

 Phonics – delivered through “Letters and Sounds” 

 Grammar and Punctuation 

 Spelling 
 

Philosophy: 
 
The study of English develops children’s ability to listen, speak, read and write for a wide range of 
purposes, including the communication of their ideas, views and feelings. Children become 
empowered to interpret the world around them and to make sense of their experiences; in this 
sense English is a tool for both our thinking and learning. 
Children are enabled to express themselves creatively and imaginatively as they become enthusiastic 
and critical readers of stories, poetry and drama, as well as of non-fiction and a range of multimedia. 
Children gain an understanding of how language works by looking at its patterns, structures and 
origins; ensuring that they are at the heart of the learning experience. 
 

1. The aims of teaching English are: 
 

 To enable children to speak with clarity, confidence and expression, and to take account of 
their audience, purpose and differing situations. 

 To encourage children to listen with concentration to others, to respond and build on their 
ideas and views and to identify features of language used for specific purposes. 

 To show children how to adapt their speech to a wide range of circumstances and demands; 

 To teach children effective communication, both verbal and non verbal, through a variety of 
drama activities. 

 To use phonological awareness to decode and encode words. 

 To help children to be able to read with fluently, accuracy, understanding and enjoyment. 

 To help them become confident, independent readers, through an appropriate focus on 
word, sentence and text level knowledge; 

 To develop enthusiastic and reflective readers, through contact with challenging and 
substantial texts; 

 To help the children to develop an understanding that writing is both essential to thinking 
and learning and enjoyable in its own right. 

 To enable children to learn to communicate meaning in narrative and non-fiction texts, 
spelling and punctuating accurately and for a range of purposes. 

 To enable the children to improve their planning, drafting and editing of their work. 
 

2. Teaching and learning style 
 
At Caton St Paul’s Church of England Primary School we use a variety of teaching and learning styles 
in our English lessons to ensure all children are included and valued, as recommended by the 
Primary Framework and through the new curriculum to be implemented in 2014. Our principal aim is 
to develop children’s knowledge, skills and understanding. We do this through daily lessons in which 
children experience a range of activities suited to their unique personal learning style; including 



whole class reading or writing, a whole class focused word or sentence activity, a guided group or 
independent activity and a whole class session to review progress and learning. Whilst there is a high 
proportion of whole class and group teaching, the independent activities give children an 
opportunity to talk and collaborate and so embed and enhance their learning. They have the 
opportunity to experience a wide range of texts and to support their work with a variety of 
resources, such as dictionaries, thesauruses, phonic cards, puppets and a range of interactive tools 
using ICT. ICT is also used in English lessons where it enhances their learning, as in drafting their 
work, to record, review and analyse dramatic performances and in using multimedia to study how 
words and images are combined to convey meaning. Wherever possible we encourage children to 
use and apply their learning in other areas of the curriculum to ensure children can make clear links 
to their lives and the world around them. 
 
In all classes children have a wide range of abilities and learning styles and we seek to provide 
suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability 
and learning style of the child. We achieve this through a range of strategies. 
In some lessons we do it through differentiated group work, while in others we ask children to work 
from the same starting point before moving on to develop their own ideas. We use classroom 
assistants to support some children and to enable work to be matched closely to the needs of 
individuals. 
 
3. English curriculum planning 
 

 3.1 English is a core subject in the national Curriculum. We use this, the Primary framework, 
the new    curriculum (2014) and the reading and phonics programme “Letters and Sounds” 
as a basis for implementing the statutory requirements of the programme for study for 
English.  

 3.2 We carry out the curriculum planning in English in three phases (long term, medium 
term and short term). The National Curriculum and the Primary Framework details what we       
teach in the long term. Our yearly teaching programme identifies the key objectives in 
English that we teach to each year; these are then adapted to suit the needs of individual 
classes. 

 3.3 Our medium term plans, which we also base on the National curriculum, give details of 
the main teaching objectives for each term. These plans define what we teach and ensure an 
appropriate balance and distribution of work across each term. (The subject leader is 
responsible for reviewing these plans).3.4 Class teachers complete a weekly (short term) 
plan for the teaching of English. This lists the specific learning objectives and expected 
outcomes for each lesson, and gives details of how the lessons are to be taught. It also gives 
details of what each child or group of children will be learning ensuring that all needs are 
addressed. The class teacher keeps these individual plans, and often discusses them on an 
informal basis with the subject leader.  
 

4. The Early Years Foundation Stage 
 
We teach English in our Reception classes as an integral part of the school’s work. As the Reception 
classes are part of the Foundation stage of the National Curriculum, we relate the English aspects of 
the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals, which underpin the 
curriculum planning for children from birth to five. We give all children the opportunity to talk and 
communicate in a widening range of situations, to respond to adults and to each other, to listen 
carefully and to practice and extend their vocabulary and communication skills. The “Letters and 
Sounds” programme of synthetic phonics is used to support children’s reading and gives children the 



opportunity to explore sounds, words and texts, to enjoy them, to learn about them, and to use 
them in various situations. 
Children receive daily phonics lessons using the programme to systematically learn sounds and how 
to apply them in reading and writing, opportunities are provided throughout the day to apply this 
new learning in the continuous provision. Contribution of English to teaching in other curriculum 
areas. 
 
5. Literacy weaving through all areas of the curriculum. 
 
The skills that children develop in English are linked to and applied in every subject of our curriculum. 
The children’s skills in reading, writing, speaking and listening enable them to communicate and 
express themselves in all areas of their work at school. 
 
Mathematics –  
 
The teaching of English contributes significantly to children’s mathematical understanding, in a 
variety of ways. Children in the Early Years Foundation Stage develop their understanding of 
number, pattern, shape and space by talking about these matters with adults and other children. 
Children in Key Stage 1 meet stories and rhymes that involve counting and sequencing. Children in 
Key Stage 2 are encouraged to read and interpret problems, in order to identify the mathematics 
involved. They explain and present their work to others during plenary sessions, and they 
communicate mathematically through the developing use of precise mathematical language. 
 
Personal, social and health education (PSHE) and citizenship –  
 
English contributes to the teaching of PSHE and citizenship by encouraging children to take part in 
class and group discussions on topical issues. Children may research and debate topical problems 
and events. They discuss lifestyle choices, and meet and talk with visitors who work within the 
school community. Planned activities within the classroom also encourage children to work together 
and to respect each other’s views. 
 
Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development – 
  
The teaching of English develops skills through which our children can offer critical responses to the 
moral questions they meet in their work. Their understanding and appreciation of a range of texts 
brings them into contact with their own English heritage and with texts from a diverse range of 
cultures. The organisation of our lessons allows children to work together, and gives them the 
chance to discuss their ideas and results.  
 
English and ICT –  
 
The use of ICT, with clear learning objectives, will promote, enhance and support the teaching of 
English at word, sentence, text and a visual level. It also offers ways of impacting on learning which 
are not possible with conventional methods, for example interactive and non linear stories. ICT is 
used at whole class, group and independent level. The projection onto an interactive white board of 
text enables it to be read, shared and analysed. The interactive tools permit the writing process to 
be modelled effectively. A wide variety of text types are available through the internet or CD-ROMs 
to encourage the framing of explicit questions. 
Children can be given the opportunity to record their oral work through digital cameras and edit this 
to create and enhance their work for viewing by themselves and others. Groups and individuals can 
work at a computer and input text via standard or overlay keyboard. 



Word banks or word grid software speed up recording. Software is used to support independent 
reading (text to speech) and writing (predictive word processors, word banks and spell checkers). A 
range of software is used to develop specific grammatical and spelling skills. Lessons can focus on 
what pupils have achieved using ICT, or ICT can provide the means of presenting their outcomes (via 
multimedia presentation or the school website). 
 
 
 
 
Fostering a keen love of reading and literature runs through the planned long term curriculum, and 
this should be apparent and evident in every classroom. Literacy opportunities are provided 
throughout all areas of the curriculum, with teachers making the most of every occasion for children 
to practise writing skills and enjoy literature. 
 
6. English and Inclusion 
 
6.1 At our school we teach English to all children, whatever their ability and individual needs. English 
forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all children. 
Through our English teaching we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils with special 
educational needs, those with disabilities, those with special gifts and talents, and those learning 
English as an additional language, and we take all reasonable steps to achieve this. 

 
6.2 When progress falls significantly outside the expected range, the child may have special 
educational needs. Our assessment process looks at a range of factors - classroom organisation, 
teaching materials, teaching style, and differentiation – so that we can take additional or different 
action to enable the child to learn more effectively. Assessment against the National Curriculum 
allows us to consider each child’s attainment and progress against expected levels. This ensures that 
our teaching is matched to the child’s needs. 

 
6.3 Intervention through School Action and School Action Plus will lead to the creation of an 
Individual Education Plan (IEP) for children with special educational needs. The IEP may include, as 
appropriate, specific targets relating to English. 

 
6.4 We enable all pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in learning English. 
Where children are to participate in activities outside the classroom (a theatre trip, for example) we 
carry out a risk assessment prior to the activity, to ensure that the activity is safe and appropriate for 
all pupils. 
 
6.5 Teachers provide help by using: 

 Texts that children can more easily read and understand; 

 Visual, kinaesthetic and written materials in different formats; 

 ICT, other technological aids including cameras and CD recordings; 

 Alternative communication, such as signs and symbols; 

  
7. Assessment for Learning 
 
7.1 Teachers assess children’s work in English in three phases. The short term assessment that 
teachers make as part of every lesson help them to adjust their daily plans. They match these short 
term assessments closely to the teaching objectives. Written or verbal feedback is given to help 
guide children’s progress. Older children are encouraged to make judgements about how they can 
improve their own work. 



 
7.2 Teachers use medium term assessments to measure progress against the key objectives, and 
help them plan for the next unit of work. Children’s work is assessed according to levels of 
attainment found in the Assessing Pupil Progress documentation. 
 
7.3 Teachers make formal assessments towards the end of the school year, and they use these to 
assess progress against school and national targets. With the help of these long term assessments 
they are able to set targets for the next school year, and to summarise the progress of each child. 
 
7.4 These long term assessments are based on end of year tests and teacher assessments Children in 
year 1 now take a national phonics test at the end of the year. Children undertake the national SATS 
tests at the end of Year 2 and Year 6. And the optional national tests at the end of years 3, 4 and 5. 
Teachers also make annual assessments of children’s progress based on the level descriptions of the 
National Curriculum. 
 
7.5 The subject leader keeps samples of children’s work. These demonstrate what the expected level  
of achievement is in English in each year of the school. Teachers meet regularly to moderate 
individual examples of work against national exemplification material produced by the QDCA and 
the DFE. Moderation also takes place across key stages and between cluster and partnership schools 
from the Lune Valley Cluster partnership. End of Key Stage Assessments are analysed by the Co-
ordinator and Head teacher and feed into the school SEF, development plan and performance 
Management. 
 
7.6 Staff are keen to improve their subject knowledge and the subject leader takes an active role in 
disseminating best practice and making recommendations for staff development, attending training 
and half termly cluster meetings. 
 
7.7 All assessment feeds directly into planning, this ensuring every child is always appropriately 
challenged at every level. 
 
8. Resources 
 
There is a range of resources to support the teaching of English across the school. All classrooms 
have dictionaries, thesauruses and a variety of age appropriate resources. 
All classes have a selection of age appropriate fiction and non-fiction texts.  
 
9. Monitoring and Review 
Monitoring of the standards of children’s work and the quality of teaching in English is the 
responsibility of the subject leader. The work of the subject leader also involves supporting 
colleagues in their teaching, being informed about current developments in the subject, and 
providing a strategic lead and direction for English in the school. The subject leader gives the head 
teacher an annual summary report evaluating the strengths and weaknesses in the subject, and 
indicating areas for further improvement. 
The named governor responsible for literacy meets regularly with the subject leader in order to 
review progress. 
 
Signed: Sue Walker  
Governors: Val Richards 
Date: January 2015 
 
 



The English Curriculum - expectations in the different strands. 
 
1. Spoken Language: 
The National Curriculum states that pupils should be ‘taught to speak clearly and convey ideas 
confidently in Standard English’ (p10) They should: 

 Justify ideas with reasons 

 Ask questions to check understanding 

 Develop vocabulary and build knowledge 

 Negotiate 

 Evaluate and build on the ideas of others 

 Select the appropriate register for effective communication 

 Give well structured descriptions and explanations 

 Speculate, hypothesise and explore ideas 

 Organise their ideas prior to writing 
  
Our aims and connected provision 
We encourage our pupils to speak clearly and confidently and articulate their views and opinions. 
We teach that children need to express themselves orally in an appropriate way, matching their style 
and response to audience and purpose. Listening and responding to literature, giving and receiving 
instructions. They develop the skills of participating effectively in group discussions. 
 
Ways in which we support this include 

 English lessons are planned using the principles of “Talk for Writing”. Talk is an 

 integral part of children’s Literacy experience. 

 Activities which are planned to encourage full and active participation by all children, 

 irrespective of ability 

 Children with specific speech and language and auditory problems will be identified 

 and specialist help sought, where appropriate 

 Encouraging talk-time at home through ‘talk homework’ which is shared in assembly 

 and by encouraging reading and talk about books???? 

 Public speaking competition 

 Poetry recital event 

 School Plays 

 Class debates 

 Weekly assembly 

 Events within the community 

 School Council 

 Talk partners 

 Book talk sessions 

 Drama / role play 

 PSHE and circle time English Policy 
 
2. Reading: 
The National Curriculum states that pupils should be taught to read fluently, understand extended 
prose and be encouraged to read for pleasure. Reading is singled out as of extreme importance since 
through it ‘pupils have a chance to develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and 
spiritually’ (p13) Reading allows pupils to ‘acquire knowledge’ and to ‘build on what they already 
know’ (p13). 
Schools are expected to have library facilities and support and encourage reading at home. 
  



The 2014 Curriculum divides reading skills into two dimensions: 

 Word reading/ decoding 

 Comprehension 
We recognise that both these elements are essential to success and we support the acquisition 
of both sets of skills through various methods. We recognise that these areas are clearly linked 
to the other aspects of English learning: speaking and listening, writing, grammar and vocabulary. 
We also understand that reading is a developmental process and part of life-long learning and we 
encourage and praise children at every stage of it. 
 
Our aims and connected provision 
 

 Pupils learn to read easily and fluently through daily phonics in Key Stage One (using the 
“Letters and Sounds” programme), regular reading to adults in school, reading partners and 
an incentives to read at home. 

 Pupils are encouraged to read widely, through our use of differing class texts, reading 
passports, library visits and high quality attractive books in classrooms. 

 Pupils are encouraged to read for pleasure using reading partners, quiet reading time, 
listening to an adult read and other the various methods outlined above. 

 Pupils also need to read to find information in all lessons and comprehension is assessed in a 
formal way every term. 

 Pupils are exposed to a range of texts from their literacy heritage during their school career 

 Pupils often look at books in guided reading sessions. 

 Key Stage Two pupils who are struggling to progress in reading/phonics will take part in the 
“IDL” intervention programme. 

 
2. Writing: 

 
The National Curriculum states that pupils should: 

 Develop the stamina and skills to write at length 

 Use accurate spelling and punctuation 

 Be grammatically correct 

 Write in a range of ways and purposes including narratives, explanations, descriptions, 

 comparisons, summaries and evaluations 

 Write to support their understanding and consolidation of what they have heard or read 
 
The 2014 Curriculum divides writing skills into two dimensions: 

 Transcription (spelling and handwriting) 

 Composition (articulating ideas in speech and writing) 
 
We recognise that both these elements are essential to success and we support the acquisition 
of both sets of skills through various methods. We recognise that these areas are clearly linked 
to the other aspects of English learning: speaking and listening, reading, grammar and vocabulary. 
 
Our aims and connected provision 

 We teach grammar daily as a separate lesson (where necessary) 

 We correct grammatical error orally/ written work (where appropriate) 

 We have a systematic approach, we revisit key learning and build upon it in all areas from 
phonics, through to grammar and spelling 

 We use high quality texts, modelling and shared/ collaborative writing to demonstrate good 
practice 

 We encourage and promote ‘talk for writing’, our planning is based on this approach 



 We provide writing frames to support the least confident 

 We provide time for planning, editing and revising 

 We mark extended pieces of work in-depth and set targets with the pupil 

 We use checklists for pupils to self assess or peer assess, when appropriate so they can 
evaluate effectively 

 We encourage joined handwriting to support spelling and speed 

 We use drama and hot-seating to help pupils to think about another point of view 

 Support for pupils with learning and motor difficulties 

 Meetings with parents to help them support their child 
 

3. Vocabulary Development: 
 

The National Curriculum makes clear that learning vocabulary is key to ‘learning and progress across 
the whole curriculum’ (p11) since it allows pupils to access a wider range of words when writing and 
for them to understand and comprehend texts efficiently. 
 
Vocabulary teaching needs to be: 

 Active 

 Progressive/ systematic 

 Making links from known words 

 Develop understanding of shades of meaning 

 Include ‘instruction verbs’ used in examinations 

 Subject specific- accurate mathematical and scientific words 
 

Our aims and connected provision: 
We encourage our pupils to have a wide and growing vocabulary in a number of ways, these 
include: 

 Spelling activities/ key words to take home and learn 

 Display of key words linked to topics and subjects 

 Using the correct vocabulary orally 

 In-depth word based lessons looking at patterns 

 Using dictionaries, thesaurus and similar programmes 

 Carrying out systematic testing and providing feedback to pupils 

 Targeted one to one/ small group support, where appropriate 


